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again that England has established her commerce by
subsidies. It would be well if we could have an under-
standing, once for all, whether England's example is a good
argument or not. As she has tried, at some time or other,
nearly every conceivable economic folly, and has also
made experiment of some sound economic principles, all
disputants find in her history facts to suit them, and it
needs only a certain easily acquired skill in misunder-
standing things to fashion any required argument from the
economic history of England. Some of our writers and
speakers seem to be under a fascination which impels them
to accept as authoritative examples the follies of English
history, and to reject its sound lessons. In the present case,
however, the matter stands somewhat differently. England
is a great manufacturing area; it imports food and raw
materials, and exports finished products; it has, therefore,
a general and public interest in maintaining communication
with all parts of the world. The analogy in our case is
furnished by the subsidized railroads in our new states, or,
perhaps even better, by the mail routes which we sustain
all over our territory, from general considerations of public
advantage, although many such routes do not pay at all.
Subsidies to ships for the mere sake of having ships, or
ocean traffic, when there is no business occasion for the sub-
sidized lines, would have no analogy with English subsidies.
If then the question is put: Shall Americans own ships?
I do not see how any one can avoid the simple answer:
Yes, if they want them. Universally, if an American wants
anything, he ought to have it if he can get it, and if he hurts
no one else by getting it. To enter on the question whether
he is going to make it or buy it, and whether he is going
to buy it of A or of B, is an impertinence. We boast a
great deal of having a free country; our orators shout
themselves hoarse about liberty and freedom. Stop one
of them, however, and ask him if he means free trade and